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Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.56, there is hereby 
provided certain information, which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of 
the subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of 
record if it is deemed material to the examination of the application. 

A revised Form PTO/SB/08 listing all patents, publications, applications, or other 
information submitted for consideration is enclosed. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .98(d), 
copies of the listed documents are not being submitted. 

No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered to 
be prior art, material to patentability, or a representation that a search has been made. 

Given the number of documents provided in this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS), 
it is suggested that the Examiner consider the documents listed below first. All of the following 
documents are listed in the attached IDS, Therefore, the following documents are being identified 
only as a recommendation. This recommendation is not intended to negate the Examiner's duty to 
consider all the documents as required by 37 C.F.R. §1 .97. 



U.S. Patent Documents 

US 2004/0260301 - Lionberger 
US 2002/0198528 -Engh 
US 2002/0173797 - Van Zile 
4,719,908 - Averitl 
5,100,409 -Coates 
5,312,411 - Steele 
5,569,259 -Ferrante 
5,916,220 -Masini 
5,944,722 - Masini 
5,947,973 - Masini 
5,957,926 - Masini 
5,961,523 -Masini 
5,971,989 -Masini 
6,001,106 -Ryan 
6,068,633 - Masini 
6,077,269 - Masini 
6,102,916 ^Masini 
6,1 87,010 -Masini 
6,2 14,0 11 - Masini 
6,228,090 - Waddell 
6,554,838 - McGovern 
6,723,102 - Johnson 
6,859,661 -Tuke 

Other References- Non Patent Literature Documents 
Smith & Nephew Catalog 

The required fee of $180,00 set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17 (p) in accordance with 37 C,F,R, 
§1 .97(c) was paid via Credit Card along with the Electronic Submission. Please charge any 
required fee (or credit any overpayments of fees) to the Deposit Account of the undersigned, 
Account No, 503410. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Paul D. Bianco (Reg. No. 43,500) 
Attorney for Applicant 

Fleit, Kain, Gibbons, Gutman, Bongini & Bianco, P X, 
21355 East Dixie Highway 
Suite 115 

Miami, Florida 33180 
305-830-2600 (telephone) 
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